
 8th Grade English Language Arts Learning Targets

LT#
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LT#

5
I can write 

informative 

essays. 

6

I can conduct 

research to answer 

assigned and self-

developed 

questions. 

LT#

6

I can conduct 

research to answer 

assigned and self-

developed 

questions. 

7
I can write 

argumentative 

essays. 

8

I can determine 

the meaning of 

figurative 

language. 

LT#

9
I can write 

narratives. 

10
I can analyze 

cause and effect 

in a story. 

Trimester Two

Trimester One

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

I can write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.7

I can conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration. 

I can determine 

theme and 

support it with a 

summary. 

Full Year Learning Targets

I can 

participate in 

discussions.

I can write.

I can read.

I have excellent work ethic, citizenship, and teamwork. I am prepared and organized. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.7

I can conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 

multiple avenues of exploration. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3

I can write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 

relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3

I can analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal 

aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Trimester Three

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.10

By the end of the year, I can read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 

at the high end of grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

2

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.10

I can write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

1

3

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1

I can engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and 

expressing my own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2

I can determine theme and analyze its development over the course of the text. I can show its 

relationship to characters, setting, and plot. I can objectively summarize the text. 

4

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.4                                                                                                                                                                                                 

I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,                                                       

including figurative and connotative meanings.


